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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


NAKED CALVINISM. 


But I have set my love pon a select few of them, 
who are the most vile of all the fallen posterity ; and 
such is my love for them, that Jam willing to su/- 


M. Editor—As the doctrine of John Calvin has fer, in my own person, all their deaths, and their 


been so long, and by so great a portion of my 
brethren of the human family, received as the doc- 
wine of truth, and of the Bible, I feel ita duty, 
which a desire to increa. * the happiness of my fel- 
jow men urges me to periorm, to solicit their can- 
did, and, if possible, their unprejudiced attention to 
the foundation and superstructure of that system in 
its native dress; stripped of all the sophisms with 
which itis usually disguised by its advocates. 

ist. Calvinism declares, that all men fell in 
Adam, so that they became justly liable to death 
iemporal, death spiritual, and death eternal. It de- 
dares, that the eternal, immutable justice of God, 
annexed this penalty to the law he gave to Adam, 
commanding him not to eat of the tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil; and that both Adam and 
all his posterity became juslly liable to death tem- 
poral and spiritual, and to the pains of hell for ever, 
by that one rebellions act. 

Let us now inquire into and examine the true 
situation in which Calvin has placed the whole race 
of mankind. God gave them a righteous law, pro- 
ceeding from his eternal, immutable justige, which 
justice, immutable as it is, declares, that if they eat 
they shall die temporally, die spiritually, and suffer 
the pains of hell for ever. They have eaten! and 
the eternal, the immutable justice of Jenovan has 
pronounced their sentence. What is it? Answer. 
Adam, and all the millions of our race, shall die 
temporally and spiritually, and suffer the pains of 
hell for ever. Where now is the least ray of hope, 
for one of the guilty condemned race ? Will the 
Eternal Jenovan suffer the sentence which his 
eternal justice has pronounced, to be revoked ? 
Mach less will he himself consent to become an ac- 
cessary to a plan, by which the most rebellious of 
the apostate race shall escape unpunished, trans- 
ported to the regions of eternal bliss, and live in 
his presence for ever, the everlasting monuments of 
the imbecility of his government, and inefficiency 
of his laws. 

The great Calvin has devised the plan, by which 
all this is effected, which plan he calls Gospel. Hear 
him. The Eternal Son of God now steps forth and 
addresses the Eternal Father. Father, I know and 
acknowledge thy law which thou gavest to man, to 
be just and righteous, and the sentence thou hast 
pronounced upon them has proceeded upon the 
principles of thine eternal justice, they do indeed 


pains of hell for ever, in their room and stead. And 
thou knowest, Iam able to do this; for [ am like 
thyself; I am as truly and properly God, as thou 
art; and can therefore suffer in a small space of 
time, as much as they can all suffer should they en- 
dure the pains of hell to all eternity. Perfectly ac- 
ceptable, replies the Father. I am well pleased, 
for I also love a few, and they are the same that 
thou lovest, and thou hast manifested thy great 
wisdom in the plan thou hast proposed in which I 
perfectly accord. ‘Thou hast acknowledged my 
sentence just; the whole race, without an excep- 
tion, have, by the act of their head and representa- 
tive, become so infinitely vile and guilty, having all 
committed an infinite sin, in him their head, eter- 
nal justice and equity declares they ought to sutler 
death, and the pains of hell for ever. It is however 
a truth, that the ends of eternal justice will be as 
fully answered if another being shall suffer in their 
room and stead ; for it is no way essential whether 
the party who suffers be the guilty, or the innocent ! 
It is all-sufficient to satisfy my law and justice, that 
so much pain and torment may be witnessed in the 
party suffering, without any regard to his guilt or in- 
nocence. And if you, my Son, my immaculately 
holy Son, do but yield to my law and justice, the 
same amount of suffering, even the eternai torment 
due to the criminals whom you represent, I will not 
only let them escape their just sentence, but I will 
exalt them to unutterable and eternal bliss. For, 
although they have become totally depraved, and 
have rendered themselves unable to do any good 
thing, vou, my almighty Son, art able, and I know 
thou wilt be perfectly holy in their room and stead. 
And I will transfer thy holiness to them, and im- 
pute thy righteousness to them, and consider it as 
though they were themselves perfectly holy and 
righteous. And they shall be taught, that they are 
thus considered holy, because I have set to their ac- 
count thy righteousness, though they are wholly de- 
praved. They shall also know, that they are the 
elect, and that I have loved them, because I chose to 
love them: not because they were any more wor- 
thy of my love, than the non-elect. And that I did 
not love the non-elect, because I did not choose to 
love them, though they were as worthy of my love 
as the elect. They shail be taught, that it is only 
the weakness of human nature in them, that causes 
them to desire the future happiness even of a non- 





deserve to suffer death and the pains of hell for ever. 


elect husband or wife, child, brother, sister, or friend ; 
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and that in their glorified state, they shall be per 
fectly delivered from such weakness; and thy in- 


junction to love all as themselves, was only designed 
to be operative in this life, and will of course cease 
to be binding at their entrance into that holy state. 
Some remains of such a disposition may indeed be 
found among the non-elect, beyond the grave. In- 
stance the case of the rich man in hell, supplicating 
for the well-being of his brethren. 

This is Calvinism. Native, simple, orthodox 
Calvinism. And he who does not believe and re- 
ceive the doctrine thus, is not sound in the faith. 
The writer was brought up in it, believed and advo- 
cated it for ten years, while a member of the strict- 
est Calvinistic Baptist church in this city ; whose 
pastor was the only preacher who did not occasion- 
ally mix with their doctrine a litle .&rminianism, 
and sometimes unwittingly glance at the univer- 
sal goodness and benevolence of Deity. The writer 
was indeed while a member there, sound in the faith. 
He believed it, because he was tanght that the 
Scriptwes contained it. He dared not question it, 
lest “ he should be found fighting against God.” 
He trusts, that he is now able to show trom the di- 
vinely inspired word, and from the book of nature 
also, that God is the All-wise, Almighty, and All- 
loving Creator and Father of all men. That he 
never said any should die eternally, or suffer the 
pains of hell for ever ; or that amy of the sinful and 
sinoing children of men should escape the just and 
full measure of chastisement, that ought to be in- 
flicted upon them. But he declares, that “ he will 
visit their transgressions with the rod, and their 
iniquities with stripes; but that he will not take 
away his loving-kindness nor suffer his faithfulness 
to fail.” He never did say, and it would be blas- 
phemy to suppose, that he could be pleased to wit- 
ness, inconceivably great and awful sufferings in 
any being, where no reformation could be effected 
by it, either in the party sufiering, or in those who 
required the chastening rod. 

Now, Sir, I do not so much desire to persuade 
men to become Universalists, that they may be 
known by that appellation, exclusively. It would 
however give me great pleasure, if I could so state 
the truth as to unmake Calvinists. If I could per- 
suade them to submit to the reproach of trusting 
in the living God, as the Saviour of all men, espe- 
cially of them that believe ; or of the elect, if they 
like the term better. If I could persuade them to 
believe, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
manifest to the world, the stupendous, the unchange- 
abie love of the Father, more fully and gloriously 
than that love had ever been manifested before ; and 
that his glory consisted in that fulness of the grace or 
love and truth of the Father, which shone resplen- 
dent in all he said, in all he did ; and that it was the 
love of the Father that moved him to deliver up the 
Son to be the bearer of a message of Love, that he 
knew would subject him to the shameful death of 
the cross :—that the love of the Son moved him to 
deliver that message of love, at the mighty expense 
which can be estimated only in proportion as we 
can realize the bitter malignity of his persecutors, 
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which followed him to the agonizing garden, 
bloody sweat, and overwhelming sorrow the; 


his 
rigs a 
anticipation of his dolorous and bloody death. 4 
death, occasioned by the iniquitous and murder 
dispositions and designs of the men, to whom hyp 
As it is written, “ jf, 


ye 


bore this testimony of love. 
was bruised for,” or by, and on account of, the, jy. 
iquities, and “ the chastisement of their peace,” oy 
the consequence of his proclaiming their peace, was 
npon him. The Father forsook him; oi, in pie 
words of Paul, “ treely delivered him up for vs 9!)." 
Thus we tollow him to the accursed tree, wisere we 
seem to see the mighty flame of love extinguished 
by the departure of his wondrous Spirit, trom 

immaculate human form, whose touch had roised 

the dead, whose look bad peneirated the depth of 
the human heait, the secrets of the soul ; and whose 

word had healed the maladies both of the body and 

mind. 

But we will not dwell too long upon this wonder- 
ful exhibition of mingled love and grief. It pleased 
the Father to put him to grief. We hasten to th: 
sepulchre, that we may behold, on the resurrection 
morn, the consnminated glory of this wondrous visit. 
ation of Deity to man. We see him commanding 
death itself to subserve the purposes of his love, re- 
moving its hitherto impenetrable veil ; bringing to 
light life and immortality by the triumphant resur- 
rection of Jesus, as the first-fruits from the dead: 
the first born of every creature. Thereby giving 
assurance or certainty to all men, that they shall 
partake with him of immortality and glory; when 
all shall be made alive in him, who have died in 
Adam ; when that which is sown tn dishonour, shall 
be raised in glory. To be fully persuaded to accept 
this scriptural testimony of the love of God, I know, 
by experience, will excite strong desires to be like 
him. Will enable us to trast and rejoice in hin 
evermore ; and give confidence to pray unto hun 
without ceasing, and without doubting. 

WITNESS. 
— 
FOK THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ON REDEMPTION, 

Some are essentially erroneous in their ideas of 
the nature of redemption, satisfaction, and reconci 
liation of Jesus Christ, in believing that the outward 
coming, or external sufferings, blood and death of 
Jesus the son of the virgin Mary, redeemed, atoned, 
and saved all mankind from future misery, and from 
all sin. Whereas Christ’s external advent unde: 
an external and moral, or political covenant, to an 
external Israel, who were sinners and transgressors 
of the external, or moral ard political laws, which 
God had commanded them to obey ; was, as Paul 
declares, Gal. iv. 4, “ T'o redeem them who were un- 
der the law” by Moses: It was to redeem the exter- 
nal Jews from the external sins and transgressions 
against that first covenant of God with man ; that 
a new covenant might succeed this old one. Paul 
says, “ Jesus Christ was made under the law :” and 
Jesus said, that not one jot or tittle of the law 
should pass away until it was all fulfilled ; and he 
did not fulfil and end it, before be said it is finished, 
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a bowed his head and gave up bis spirit. Conse- 
queatly, he lived under the law till he expired on 
the cross. During his life, therefore, he commanded 
pis disciples to do those things that were com- 
manded by them who sat in Moses’s seat. He who 
» be the light of the geutiles, and all ations, 
was confined in his first, and outward mission, to 
the house of an outward Israel. He told his disci- 
ples accordingly, Go not into any city of the gen- 
tiles, or even Samaritans, for he was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. To this out- 
ward Israel he was an outward Shiloh, sent from 
God. The external covenant must have continued 
til] the vail of the temple, and vail of his divinity 
was rent at his decease. Then was the law and its 
sins and transgressions ended. The bondage of Israel 
to the law of Moses was ended, at this sacrifice of 
the Paschal Lamb, fifty days, previous to the com- 
ing of the gospel law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus on mount Zion, at the day of Pentecost. 

As Moses was a mediator in the first covenant, so 
Clrist is called the Mediator of the New-Testa- 
ment; which mediatorsbip he obtained by means of 
decth. Heb. ix. 15. And it cannot be proved that 
this death was the Spiritual redemption, reconcilia- 
tion, or atonement of all souls from sins; for Paul 
says, it was— For the redemption of the transgres- 
sions that were under the first testament.” And if, 
of the first testament, it was not for the redemption 
of the transgressions under the new covenant. For 
this requires the Spiritual blood and presence of the 
Mediator of the New-Testament to purge away. 
Redemption is, therefore, external and internal. 
Christ Jesus redeemed all men from the law, and 
the sins and transgressions of it, by his external 
advent and death: and he especially redeems us 
from the sins and transgressions against bis law of 
the Spirit of life, by creating in us new and clean 
hearts and affections, by the sprinkling of the Spirit, 
which is his spiritual blood, upon our hearts, and 
by thus “ purging our consciences from dead works 
to serve the living God,” in this new life froin God. 
This correct view of redemption, &c. agrees with 
the external nature of the first covenant, and the 
internal nature of the new one. The external cove- 
nant was typical and moral; cleansing the outside 
of the cup and platter of an external Israel, elected 
of God; but the internal covenant is substantial 
and spiritual ; cleansing the inside, even the heart 
and conscience of every spiritual son of Jacob, the 
Messiah, the elect of God. Jesus is this Jacob or 
Israel: and all in him are elected in him, at their 
new creation. This view of redemption shows us, 
what sins and transgressions were put an end to, 
(spoken of by Daniel ix. 24.) by the first or outward 
coming of the Messiah: and what sins and trans- 
gressions are terminated by the internal coming and 
establishment of the kingdom of heaven within us. 
This kingdom is the paradise of God below, with 
the tree of life, and the waters of salvation; and the 
Lamb is the light of it. This view may inform us 
what is meant by being born of the Spirit of God ; 
being born of the incorruptible seed, Jesus Christ, 
the living word of God, and light that enlightens 


was 








all. And they only are his true children, who are 
born again, and born of his light. They only are 
thus born, who walk in his light of life ; or without 
a metaphor, they who obey the light in them. 
Hence, too, we may see, that the blood and flesh of 
Jesus, that saves or redeems, is spiritual ; and is the 
Lord from heaven, who is the only Saviour; and 
that it is folly, (if not idolatry) to believe we are 
saved and redeemed by the outward coming, suf- 
ferings or death of the Son of the Virgin Mary. 
MORRIS-COUNTY-MAN, 

P. S. The word tabernacle, meshekh, is derived 
from shekhakh, to cover. For, ta cover, signifies 
atonement, Isa. xxviii. 18, and the ark’s covering, or 
the mercy-seat, is called the propitiatery—May 
God’s spirit cover us. For “wo unto them who 
are covered with a covering (i. e. atoned with an 
atonement) and not of my spirit,” said the Lord, by 
Isaiah. If these things be true, Calvinists and Uni- 
versalists misunderstand the nature of the external 
and internal atonement or reconciliation; God’s 
external salvatian of all men, and his internal and 
spiritual salvation of those who believe, i. e. believe 
him when come internally, and accordingly follow 
him in the regeneration. 

REMARKS. 

If we understand our correspondent, he declares 
in his first paragraph, or wishes it to be taken for 
granted, or attempts to prove, that the external, or 
visible coming of Christ, into this world, ‘ was to 
redeem the external Jews from the erternal sins, &e. 
Or, “to redeem them who were under the law’ by 
Moses.’”” Was this all? Then the command, “ Re- 
joice, O ye nations, his people,” &c. is mal appro- 
pos. The phrase, “ political covenant,” we consider 
altogether incongruous. The phrase, “vail of his 
divinity was rent at his decease,” .we do not 
understand. 

Our correspondent will please to permit us to 
correct him of a monstrous error in his classifica- 
tion of “ Calvinists and Universalists.” Sir, we in- 
form you, that we neither believe nor teach, that the 
“ outward coming, or external sufferings, blood and 
death of Jesus the son of the virgin Mary, redeemed, 
atoned, and saved all mankind from future misery, 
and from all sin.” Christ came, as he himself as- 
serts, “that ve may have life,” &c. But we both 
believe and teach, that the coming of Christ was in 
conformity to the purpose of God, which is, “ in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times [not before,]} to 
gather together in one all things in Christ.” All 
are not now gathered. All are not now saved from 
their sins. But, Sir, God’s promise was made to 
Christ, the Mediator, and the new testament, (not 
covenant) is our evidence of this; and we contend, 
that the new testament is not “ confirmed of God 
in Christ,” if man’s assistance is subsequently indis- 
pensable. See Gal. iii. 17, Farther—The threat- 
enings of the law can all be executed, and the reci- 
pients afterwards become participants of the bless- 
ing “ confirmed of God in Christ.” For the law is 
not against the promises of God. See Rom. v. 20, 
21. Gal. iii. 19. 

Of the second paragraph, we have only occasion 
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to remark, that God’s promise and purpose is more 


explicit than our correspondent. That is, the assur- 
ances we have in the Scriptures, and the corrobo- 
It is useless to 
The declaration—that “ all shall 
be taught of God,” that God will write his law in 


rating evidence in all Gud’s works. 
multiply words. 


the hearts of men; that all shall be raised inecor- 
ruptible and immortal, is too unequivocal to admit 
of doubt inthe mind of any but unbelievers, who 
are skeptics, or infidels. God’s purpose is the 
salvation of all men, from sin. Christ came m con- 
formity to his purpose. [fit is not now fully ac- 
complished, we have God's promise that it shall be, 
and that is all we want. 

Our correspondent’s Postscript, is an expression 
of his opinion; not God’s prophets’. His quotation 
The connexion will inform 
him, that “the strength of Pharaoh, and the shadow 


of Egypt,” is the covering spoken of! 


is from Isaiah xxx. 1. 


We read, 
“Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered.” Not, “ Wo unto them.” 
Covering with God's Spiit, and covering with man’s 
spirit and means, whether of Pharaoh, or ourselves, 
are two things! 

——<j>-—__— 

BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE CRUSADES. 

By the Crusades, or Croisades, we are to under- 
stand the wars which commenced, Anno Domini 
1096, by those who called themselves Christians, 
agamst the Infidels, for the conquest of Palestine. 
It arose front a superstitious regard for those places, 
where the Saviour of the world had wrought mira- 
cles, was crucified, buried, and arose from the dead. 
Jerusalem having been captured by Omar, the pil- 
grims from all quarters met with much difficulty in 
performing their tour to the holy sepulchre, though 
permitted to do it, by paying tribute to the Sara- 
cen caliphs, till the Turks took possession of Pales- 
tine. An opinion about that time, being prevalent 
in Kurope, that Christ would soon make bis appear- 
ance in the Holy land, to judge the world, journies 
thither were deemed highly meritorious, and _pil- 
grims in multitudes flocked to the tomb of the Sa- 
viour, returning to Europe with aggravated com- 
plaints against the Turks, for the indignities they 
had suffered, and the profane derision of sacred 
things they had witnessed in the holy city of 
Jerusalem. 

Gregory VIL. attempted to form a combination of 
all the Princes in Christendom against the Mahom- 
etans—but failed on account of the enmity previ- 
ously excited by his unprincipled intrusion upon 
their rights. Peter the Hermit, however, having 
visited Jerusalem, and deprecating the oppression 
of eastern Christians and the dangers to which pil- 
grims were exposed, formed the hazardous design of 
marching a sufficient force to Asia, from the remote 
regions of the West, to subdue those warlike and 
potent nations, by which Palestine was possessed 
and enslaved. His plan being communicated to Pope 
Martin I. a council was summoned at Placentia, 
consisung of 400 ecclesiastics, and 30,000 seculars, 
which convened ina plain, while both Peter and 
the Pope addressed the multitude in such a pathetic 





manner that all, as one, filled with indiguation na 
wards the Infidels, called aloud for war, and pro- 
mised to support it, at the expense of blood ap, 
treasure. After Peter had visited the principal citic, 
in Christendom, and the chief sovereigns had he¢ 
made acquainted with his vast designs, anotly 
council was called at Clermont in Auvergne, wher. 
the greatest prelates, nobles and princes, were < 
moved by the pathos of Peter and the Pope, ti, 
they exclaimed with the rest of the multitude, as \; 
urged by a divine impulse, “ It is the will of God: 
which words were made the signal of rendezyou, 
Men of al 
ranks, enlisted in the holy enterprize, and wore 
cross on the right shoulder, as the emblem of the; 
profession. 


and battle in all succeeding adventures. 


i 


i 
Ignorance and superstition, disorde; 
and degrading crimes prevailed in Europe. A mili 
tary spirit, without discipline, became the ruling 
passion of the nations, under the feudal law. Hence 
by suppressing hostilities of a more imternal charac. 
ter, and uniting the valorous and blood-thirsty mi- 
lions in the project of Peter, the sceptre of dea 
was waved with insolence over the cities of Asia, 
The crusades being considered the only road to 
heaven, priests, peasants, nobles, and artizans, be. 
came soldiers of the cross; and all who declined 
the service were reproached as impious and pusil- 
lanimous. Estates were sold at low prices, aud 
large contributions made to support the holy war 
The zeal of women was so great, that they leit the 
proper sphere of action, disguised themselves in thy 
tiabiliments and armour of men, and entered the 
cainp, or disgraced their sex by devoting themselves 
tothe army. The most wicked were someti:nes 
ambitious in the common cause, in hopes of expi- 
ating past offences. A detachment of 300,000 uniis- 
ciplined, unprincipled soldiers, under the comma 
of Peter, and a soldier of fortune, named Walter 
the Moneyuess, preceded the main army, and 
marched through Hungary and Bulgaria, for Con- 
stantinople, confiding in a supernatural supply o! 
provisions ; but being disappointed, they obtained 
by plunder what was expected by miracles, till the 
enraged inhabitants slaughtered them in multi- 
tudes. Of the more disciplined armies, 700,100 
men passed the straits of Constantinople, and mus 
tered in the plains of Asia. Nine princes and many 
lords were engaged in the first crusade. Jerusalem 
was taken by the confederated army. Goprrey, 
who besieged and took the city of Nice, was chosen 
king. The first crusade ended when the Christians 
gained the famous battle of Ascalon against th 
Sultan of Egypt; though the spirit of crusading 
lasted nearly two centuries. The second ciusade 
was headed by the emperor Conrad TIL. and Lows 
VIL. king of France, A. D. 1144. The third, 
1188, immediately after Jerusalem was captured by 
Saladin, Sultan of Egypt; the fourth, was under 
taken 1195, by Henry VI. after Saladin’s death: 
the fifth, by Pope Innocent III. in 1198; the sixth 
began about 1228 ; the seventh, in 1249, was headed 
by St. Lewis; and the eighth, 1270, by the sam 
prince, who made himself master of the castle 0! 
Carthage, but soon died, leaving his army in con 
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jusion. Sinmte that time several popes have at- 
tempted to raise another crusading spirit, but have 
not succeeded. During these dreadtul holy wars, 
every crime was committed, every kind of suffer- 
me endured, and millions were brought to an un- 
umely grave. 

The crusaders were their own worst erremies by 
wyternal feuds and dissentions. They set up three 
sinall states, one at Jerusalem, one at Antioch, and 
the other at Edessa, which instead of assisting each 
other, were at War, Committing such horrid cruelties 
4s must have excited in the Turks, the bitterest 
jatred against their religion. When Jerusalem was 
taken by them, not the numerous garrison only, 
but the inhabitants, men, women, and children were 
massacred without pity. They marched towards 
the sepulchre of the merciful Jesus, over heaps of 
the dead, and wading in the blood of the innocent, 
sung anthems of praise. Yea, more; overcome 
with religious enthusiasm, these barbarous mon- 
sters burst into tears at the sight of the sacred tomb. 

If any thing in their conduct exceeded the com- 
mon course of ferocity and crime, it must be the 
phrensy with which the teachers inspired little 
children, in 1204, to promote the crusading expedi- 
tions. Thousands of those innocent creatures were 
taken from their parents, on the superstitious use of 
the words, “ Out of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings thou hast perfected praise.” Their merciless 
conductors sold them to the Turks, or suffered them 
miserably to perish. To relate a millionth part of 
the criminality, atrocity, infatuation, ignominy, and 
wretchedness of the Crusades, or wars under the 
cross of Christ, for the suppression of infidelity in 
Palestine, would require volumes. See Hume’s 
History of Eng. and Mosheim’s Eccle. Hist. 

—=>>- 
From the New- York Evening Post. 

In the Evening Post of the 20th inst. proof is re- 
quired, that Mr. John Murray carried this doc- 
tine (viz. that the end sanetifies the means) so far 
as to assert, that “ Judas was an excellent character, 
because, in betraying the Lord of life and glory, he 
had fulfilled the prophecies and brought a flood of 
happiness into the world,” as asserted in the article 
under the head of a Terrible Mistake, No. 4. pub- 
lished in the same paper of the 10th. 

Instead of proof, I offer the following explana- 
uon. 

In the year 1791, Mr. John Murray, finding 
his favourite doctrine of UNivERsSAL SALVATION 
assailed by frequent sermons on the treachery and 
suicide of Judas, thought proper to make the salva- 
tion of Judas the subject of a discourse, which was 
delivered at the Universalist House in Boston, in 
the autumn of that year, to a crowded auditory. 


His text was from the 3d, 4th, and 5th verses of 


the 27th chapter of Matthew. “ Then Judas, who 
had betrayed him, when he saw that he was con- 
demned, repented himself, and brought again the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 
saying, | have sinned, in that I have betrayed the 
mnocent blood. And they said, What is that to us ? 


pieces of silver in the temple, and departed and 
went and hanged himself.” 

The following is a syllabus of Mr. Murray's 
discourse. 

“ For the conversion of those, who believe in a 
partial God and a partial Saviour, and for the com- 
fort of those, who trust that all, who died in Adam, 
shall be made alive in Cirist, IT will endeavour to 
show that Judas hasa place among the ransomed 
in glory. May the words of our mouth, and the 
meditations of our hearts, be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer.” 

“ The treachery of Judas was a necessary link in 
the chain of salvation. He, who hardened the heart 
of Piaraoh, and raised up Cyrus io subdue nations 
before him, permitted this sinning and repenting Ju- 
das to be an instrument in the work of redeeming 
mercy.” 

“ By orthodor teachers, great stress has been laid 
on the treachery and snicide of Judas. From them 
we hear nothing of his penitence; but this, my 
friends, is the Keystone of the Christian Arch. He, 
who enjoined you to forgive a penitent brother sev- 
enty times sevep : He, who, in the agonies of cruci- 
fixion, prayed for his enemies, and who announced 
to the thief on the cross an opening paradise, is now 
ascended to his Father and our Father. He there 
holds open the arms of his everlasting love to em- 
brace every repenting and returning sinner; and 
pointing to the infinite efficacy of his atonement, is 
proclaiming, ‘ Though vour sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow: though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.’ ” 

* Judas, my friends, was not only a penitent, but 
his repentance was more marked and better evi- 
denced than was the penitence of Job, Solomon, 
Jeremiah, or St. Paul, four worthies, whose lives 
and wriiings occupy great space in this sacred 
volume.” 

Here Mr. Murray gave a luminous and extended 
view of the penitence of each, and in the contrast 
assigned a decided preponderance to the penitence 
of Judas, “ for,” says he, “ this man, when he saw 
that Jesus was condemned, REPENTED himself, 
cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 
went and hanged himself. We are not told, that he 
appeared or afected to repent, but that he nePENT- 
ED: and in proof of his sincerity he threw from him 
the accursed thing, which had bribed him to betray 
his Lord and Master. He did not follow the exam- 
ple of David, who, after his repentance, took to his 
arms the tempter, that had weaned him from God 
and duty, and whose husband he had caused to be 
slain in the fore front of the battle; but Judas was 
so contrite, so prostrated, so much like dust and ash- 
es, that even life was insupportable. He lost the 
self command, which sustains under distresses’of 
soul Jess poignant, and he went away and hanged 
himself.” 

“« Now, if this eminent penitent was not brought 
within the pale of salvation, in vain have I preach 
ed, and in vain have you heard. This volume 
abounds with proofs, that he, who came to seck and 
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of the law, to nail to his cross the hand-writing of 
ordinances against us, to be a mighty conqueror 
over sin, death, and hell, and finally to deliver up 
to the Father the fruits of his victory, that God 
might be all in all, has saved the repenting Judas, 
and will save us all, not through any worth or wor- 
thiness in us, but through rich and boundless grace.” 

“ Having shown that Judas excelled in deep 
penitence, the patriarchs, the prophets, and the 
apostle, permit me, my brethren, to compare his 
penitence with your own. I know many of you 
in the house and by the way-side. [see you, behind 
your counters, and in your various callings, anxious 
for that treasure which moth and rust will corrupt. 
The searcher of hearts knows that you are too much 
attached to the mammon of this world. Some of 
you make hard bargains, and some of you withhold 
that which is meet: I hope that none of you grind 
the faces of the poor. When on the Sabbath you 
come to the Lord’s house, the faithful monitor with- 
in reminds you of the work of the week, and you 
say, ‘ Lord, we have sinned: we have left undone 
those things, which we ought to have done: we 
have done those things, which we ought not to have 
done: and there is no health in us. But thou, O 
Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. 
Spare thou those, O God, who confess their faults. 
Restore thou those, who are penitent :’ and you pro- 
fess to be deeply penitent: but after all, you return 
to a like week’s work, and too often, when you have 
defrauded, you hug the money in your pockets.” 

“ Not so did Judas; for when he found, that he 
had betrayed the Lord of life and glory, though in 
the act of fulfilling the prophecies, and of bringing 
a flood of happiness upon the world, he REPENTED 
of the treachery, threw the money down upon the 
table, and went and hanged himself.” 

“To his blessed consummation, though not by 
the same inglorious means, may God bring us all, 
through Christ our Lord.” 

The above exhibits the leading points, and much 
of the language of the sermon. It appears that the 
character of Judas was rested on his stNCERE RE- 
PENTANCE: therefore that the reference to Mr. 
Murray, in support of the doctrine, that the end 
sanctifies the means, was incorrect; but the mistake 
arose from haste, and a limited view of the dis- 
course. 1776. 

Note—We are ignorant of the cause of the in- 
sertion of the above extract from Mr. Murray’s 
Sermon, in Tue New-York Evenine Post. 
Mr. Murray’s remarks on Judas’s repentance, when 
shorn of the error which eclipses them, will stand 
the test. Namely—* He lost the self command, 
which sustains under distresses of soul less poignant, 
and he went away and hanged himself.” Mr. M., 
being unacquainted with the original Greek, made 
the best of an erroneous translation. See Matt. 
xxvii. 5. The translators evidently laboured to 
make Judas an actor, and the destroyer of himself. 
They have multiplied the conjunction za« to double 
of the original; and rendered anmygaro hanged, 
when its ‘signification is simply suffocated. They 
have represented Judas asacting, when the original 





——. 
represents him as suffering passively. Whey the 
inspired writers wished to express their sentiments, 
or to relate facts, they were at no loss to find Suita. 
ble words and phrases. The critical examiner will 
find, that on all occasions, where the word hanged 
properly occurs in the translation, the Original upi- 
formly signifies suspended. 

If the Editor of the Evening Post is of Opinion 
this correction will subserve the cause of truth, he 
will confer a favour by inserting it in his paper, 

ED. GOS. HER, 
—<=>——— 
From the Christian Intelligencer. 
A HINT TO YOUNG PREACHERS, 

Something like a year after entering upon the 
duties of the ministry, I spent an evening with , 
venerable and worthy gentleman, who afterwards 
became my father-in-law. He was of the Baptist 
persuasion, and a bright ornament to his pro- 
fession. Among other topics of conversation, tha: 
of great preachers became a subject of discourse, 
Full of enthusiastic zeal, and favoured by Prov. 
dence with a ready utterance, and commanding: 
voice, I had succeeded in my itinerant labours very 
far beyond my expectations ; and withal had alrea- 
dy felt some itchings to become a great preacher, 
[ mentioned the names of some in my own order, 
the splendour of whose talents eclipsed, in my 
opinion, the brilliancy of all others. The old gey- 
tleman, in turn, enumerated a number who wer 
the most distinguished among the Baptists. Bur, 
said he, for my part, I prefer a good preacher tos 
greatone. These words, connected with the artless 
and sound gravity wits which they were uttered, 
touched the very quick of my soul. I saw the propri- 
ety of them, and after meditating upon them a short 
time, settled down upon the resolution to become a 
good preacher, if possible, and never to indulge in 
quietude about ministerial greatness. Though this 
occurrence was almost twenty years ago, I have not, 
I believe, from that time to this, arranged a sermon 
without recollecting the remark of my venerabl: 
friend and parent. Will the discourse be a good 
one? This circumstance, it is believed, thouch 
trivial in itself, may be useful to those who have just 
commenced their labours in “ the ministry of recon- 
ciliation.” They are prone to thirst for professional 
eminence, and if they associate in their mind, ge- 
nuine eminence with real holiness and moral viitue, 
the desire is commendable and salutary. But the 
glare of splendid talents, the charm of popularity, 
amd of public applause, are too apt to dazzle their 
eyes, and deceive their hearts. I have rarely known 
an instance in which a preacher, young or old, at 
tempted to deliver what the world would call a grea’ 
sermon, without failing, and tormenting his aud 
ence with a bad one. A great sermon, in the popu- 
lar acceptation of the term, is one in which the sen- 
timents and descriptions soar far beyond the com 
mon capacities. Now a moment’s sober reflection 
will convince us, that a sentiment or a description 
so humble that our loftiest vision cannot perceive !!. 
is as suitable and as useful to us, as the one whic! 
soars so sublimely that our little eyes cannot reac!) 
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it. Let the minister of Christ bear in mind, that 
-ooduess is Sterling greatness, and he will walk in 
oe right way, “the path of the just that shineth 
wore and more unto the perfect day.” These hasty 
remarks may, if duly improved, be profitable to so- 
cieties Which are destitute of the stated ministry of 
the word. Guided by the rule here recommended, 
they will fiad but litte difficulty in obtaining an ac- 
ceptable preacher; one who will promote their 
« growth in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
wd Saviour Jesus Christ.” They should remem- 
her that there are, comparatively, but few in the 
sinevard of our Lord and Master, who are distin- 
suished for natural talents, but many, who let their 
measure of “ light shine before men.” I close my 
remarks by repeating, that goodness is sterling great- 
ness; and the only greatness about which a rational 
creature can, with propriety, indulge a moment’s 
anxiety. 8.8. 
——<f>—— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
New-York, March 1, 1824. 

Sir—I must confess I was considerably disap- 
pointed in your answer to me, in your last number. 
You say, 1am mistaken. In what am I mistaken? 
My communication certainly could not lead you to 
believe, that I had read the passages spoken of, so 
superficially, as to think 'Tabeal had been seated on 
the throne of Ahaz. You ask the questions, “ What 
shall not come to pass ? What shall not stand ?” and 
vou quote only a part of verse 6, and speak of that 
part only, which did not come to pass; but if part of 
verse 6, will answer your questions, the other part 
certainly will. “What shall not come to pass? 
What shall not stand?” Ans. verse 6, “ Let us go 
up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a 
preach therein.” This was the counsel which 
Syria, Ephraim, and the Son of Remaliah took 
against Judah. Now, I ask, Did it not stand? Did 
itnotcome to pass? And yet, you say, or intimate, 
you can find no discrepancy. Look once more, and 
if you cannot find a contradiction in the two stories, 
there is no meaning in language; a flat contradic- 
tion is evident; the former, as well as the latter 
part of verse 6, Isaiah told king Ahaz, should not 
come to pass. If I tell one truth, and one falsehoed, 
am I not a liar ? 

By the same method which you have adopted, to 
prove that one chapter “confirms” the other, (viz. 
by disjointing a sentence) any thing may be proved, 
even “That there is no God.” Will it be said, 
Isaiah was sent to comfort king Ahez, by merely 
assuring him, that Tabeal should not succeed to 
the throne ; or that the hearts of Ahaz and his peo- 
ple were moved, only in consequence of their fear 
that Tabeal would ascend the throne of Judah? 
The passage conveys no such idea, or I am indeed, 
a very superficial reader. Verse 2, “ And it was told 
the house of David, saying, Svria is confederate 
with Ephraim; and his heart was moved,” &c. 
The fact is, (as stated in the “Old Book”) a power- 
fularmy was marching against Judah, and Ahaz 
and his people, dreaded the issue. Isaiah met Ahaz, 
and told him to “fear not,” &c. We may judge 





what Ahaz’s opinion of Isaiah as a prophet was, if 
he even reflected on it, when he found his son, the 
governor of his house, the next man to himseif, and 
120,000 of his valiant men slain. ‘The 28th chap. 
of 2d Chonicles, records a complete victory gained 
over Ahaz, which Isaiah told him not to fear, and 
said should not come to pass. You say, the books 
of Chronicles, would be liable to alterations, but if 
we suppose this chapter to have been altered by the 
kings of Judah, we will naturally be lead to suppose 
that they made the story to appear better than it 
actually was. By the majority of professing Chris- 
tians, the books of Chronicles are considered the 
word of God, just as much as the prophecies of 
Isaiah are, if they are not, it should be made known. 
It was not my intention to enter into a controversy 
as regards the validity of the Bible ; but thus far I 
have been drawn into one, by what I considera 
misrepresentation. It was my wish to know, where 
the coming of Jesus Christ is spoken of in the pro- 
phecies. Ifthe 7th chapter of Isaiah, has no refer- 
ence to him, I know of none that will apply to him 
any better than it does. Your well wisher, 
L. 
ANSWER. 

We request our correspondent, L., to pause, a 
moment, and inquire, What spiritamlof? We 
are not his judge. But we caution him not to cher- 
ish a spirit hostile to the Scriptures; which will in- 
evitably increase ‘his blindness to their contents. 
We ask you, Sir, Are not you rather disposed to 
wish the Scriptures to prove contradictory and false, 
than the contrary? Do you, at present, feel soli- 
citous to find them harmonious? Or do you desire 
to prove them absurd and false ? 

You say, we quote only a part. of Isaiah vii. 6. 
We will now quote the whole, and confirm our pre- 
vious assertion. “ Let us go up against Judah, and 
ver it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and 
set a king in the midst of it, the son of Tabeal.” If 
these words are considered according to their true 
signification, they import the following—that the 
object, end and aim, of the enemies of Judah was, 
to subjugate the country, and set a king in the 
country, instead of Ahaz; namely, the son of Ta- 
beal. Did this come to pass? You, Sir, must an- 
swer in the negative. Is it not trifling to say, that 
the prophet told a falsehood, because they made 
the attempt, and vexed, or troubled the king of 
Judah. Supposing the kings of England and 
France, were to say, “ Let us go up against Ame- 
rica, and wer it, and let us make a breach therein for 
us, and set a king inthe midst of it, the son of Na- 
poleon ;” and the president, Mt. Monroe, and the 
people should be troubled, and you were to say, “ It 
shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass ;” and 
the attempt was made, 120,000 men killed, and 
200,000 carried away captives, &c. and after the 
contest, the government of America remained as 
before; would you admit that you had declared a 
falsehood? Would you consider the making the 
attempt, and the slaying of men, in the attempt, the 
taking of prisoners, &c. an evidence that they had 
made a breach in America, and set the son of Napo- 
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leon as king, in the midst of it? No, Sir, under | 


these circumstances, vou would “laugh the man to 
scorn,’ who should assail your reputation for vera- 
city, with such one-sided logic. 

The major propositions of the passage, are the 
following—To make a breach in Judah, and to set a 
king, the son of Tabeal, in the midstofit. The 
going up against Judah, or vexing, that is, fighting 
Judah, was, of necessity, preparatory to the attain- 
ing the end in view, which was, to make a breach in 
Judah, and set aking therein. The prophet did 
not say, that they should not make the attempt. 
But, that the thing threatened should not stand, 
should not come to pass. The breach, (the destruc- 
tion of the king of Judah,) was not made. The son 
of Tabeal was not set as king, in the place of Ahaz. 
We fervently pray, that we may never declare a 
greater falseliood, than did the prophet in this in- 
stance. That we may always come as close to the 
truth, as he did, in his declaration to Ahaz. If so, 
we shall do well. 

L.’s second paragraph is a poor helper of the first. 
His conclusions have his opinions for premises. 
The son of 'Tabeal was not to succeed Ahaz, in or- 
dinary succession; but Ahaz was to be thrust froin 
his throne with violence ; and another to reign in 


his stead. 2 Chron. xxviii. contains no record of 


any event, which Isaiah designated, and declared 
should not come to pass. 

We consider the books of Chronicles as a history. 
We are not accountable for the opinions of others. 
A record of the events which transpired in the king- 
doms of Judah and Israel, &c. and the word of God, 
are two things. God's word is represented as fire. 
The books of Chronicles that we have, are paper, 
&ec. The word of God is said to be life. But these 
books are inanimate. 

We assure our correspondent, that we have no 
desire for controversy. If we are interrogated, we 
answer. If we are attacked, we defend ourselves, 
with no other weapon than the truth. We do not 
believe the Scriptures to be what they purport, be- 
cause others believe them. Neither shall we reject 
them, because others reject them. It is L.’s own 
concern. His denial of the Scriptures cannot harm 
us. His reception of them, will benetit himself. 
We wish his prosperity, in every proper sense of the 
term ; and we assure him, that the rejection of the 
truth, will injure him more than others, and benefit 
no one. 

We name the following passages, for his consid- 
eration, as prophecies of Christ. Isa. xlii. 1—9; 
hii; Ixi. 1—3. Iu. 1—6. See Matt. xii. 19—21. 
Luke iv. 14-—1. 

From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
PULPIT DECLAMATION! 

Mr. Editor—A tew weeks since, the Rev. Mr. 
Smith of this town, of whose own services in the 
desk, I am not disposed to complain, exchanged in 
the afternoon of a Sabbath, with Rev. Dr. Payson. 


The Dr. took for his text, these words of the Son of 


man—*“TI thirst.” Among other things equally as 
reasonable and scriptural, he spake to this amount: 





“ Thirst is expressive of the most intense anj 
dreadful suffering of which human nature is susce} 
tible. Its torments are more painful and exery¢; 
ating than any other sensation to which mortals 
are exposed. Historians inform us, that a man hyy. 
ing committed an atrocious and unpardonab), 
crime, was sentenced to languish for water, and dic 
with thirst, that being the greatest punishment ty: 
could be inflicted; and that in the midst of jj 
agony, the man declaed, he thirsted for the blood of 
his father and mother. Waving the means at his 
command, (a Jancet or knife,) he actually niade ay 
incision in his arm, and drank his own blood ! W}y 
then must have been the degree of suffering, whey 
He who created the Universe—who caused thy 
springs to flow, the streams to run, the rains to fal), 
and the ocean to abound with waters, cried aloud, 
* I thirst!” but was denied one drop, when agom- 
zing in death upon the cross!” 

Now, Sir, accustomed as I am to venerate learned 
and pious ministers, and to receive “ the droppings 
of the sanctuary” without trying them too much in 
the crucible of human reason, I must confess, th; 
above declarations, or the same in substance, mad 
me revolt at the idea of the Trinity. When I am 
brought to believe that the Creator of the universe, 
“ who holds the waters in the hollow of his hands,” 
entered into a covenant with the first Person oj 
HIMSELF, to die with thirst on the cross, I can als 
admit that he froze to death, or any thing else, no 
matter how absurd! In my opinion, there is 
much propriety in maintaining the doctrine of the 
real presence, and that we eat and drink the Deity. 
by peace-meal, as to pretend HE suffered and died 
like a culprit, who thirsted for the blood of his pa 
rents, and died, drinking his own ! 

—~—>— 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of t! 
Father is not in him: for all that ts in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of th: 
world, 1 John ii. 15, 16. 

—»>—- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
SUBJECT. 
“ What think ye of Christ ?—Matt. xxii. 42. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishinent of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-strect, on Turspay Even- 
ing next, at seven o’clock. 

—~<—- 
BALFOUR’S INQUIRY 

We have this wee k received a number of copies of * An 
Tnquiry into the Seripture import of the words SHPO! 
HADES, TART ARUS. avd GEHENNAS all translated 
HELL, in the common English Version. By Walter Ba 
four. Charlestown,’ (Mass.) There are a few copies ex'r, 
ufter Subscribers are supplied, which can be purchase: 
this office. Also, For Sale—* Baliou’s Eleven Sermous 

—p— 

fF Distant Subscribers who are in arrears for the Gos 
pel Herald, are informed, that they can forward the sums 
due, per mail, directed to James Hall, Treasurer, No. 4 
Peari-street, New-York, without paying the postag No 
objection can now remain to this mode of conveyance, 
account of the expeuse 
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